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NEWS! 
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                                               March/April 2024 

 

“For the preaching of the cross is to 

them that perish foolishness; but 

unto us which are saved it is 

the power of God.”                   

1Corinthians 1:18 
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Our Next GATHERING: 

PAINT, PIZZA AND PINTS (of ice cream) 

This is a unique and fun paint 
party.  You will be guided by an 
artist through the steps to create  
your one-of-a-kind work of art.  No 
supplies or experience necessary! 
We'll snack on pizza and ice cream.    

 

Sunday, March 10th, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

Location:  Ocala First @ Corbin Hall 

Ticket price:  $10 

 

Ocala First Women      

Upcoming GATHERING! 

CINCO DE MAYO FIESTA 

This is an evening filled with food, fun and a chance to 
party like a kid again!  We 
will have festive games, priz-
es and activities. Each lady is 
encouraged to bring their 
favorite Mexican-inspired 
dish!  Drinks and desserts 
will be provided. 

Sunday, May 5th, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

Location:  Ocala First @ Corbin Hall 

Ticket Price: $5 

 

AG Women 2024 THEME- CAPTIVATED: LOVE CAPTIVATED ME 

“Gravity is a law of nature we live with every day. Even a child 
learns quickly that what goes up, will come down. As much as gravi-
ty’s pull tethers us to the earth, there is another force which serves 
as an even greater magnet to our soul. 

We have been created with a space in our soul that can only be 
satisfied by God. Like the pull of gravity, his love is drawing us to 
himself. And once we have experienced the warmth of his pres-
ence, the goodness of his character, the depth of his love, and the 
joy of walking in relationship with the Living Lord, we are never the 
same.”* 

 

*Quotation from AG Women                                                                                     

Find out more about the CAPTIVATED theme and so many more resources, 

by visiting the Assemblies of God website: Women’s Ministries. 

                AG Women 
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He is not here for He is risen, just as He said.                              
Matthew 28:6 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.         
1 Peter 1:3 

Wishing You a Blessed and Joyous Easter! 
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WATCHMEN 

“Son of man, I have appointed you as a watchman for Israel. 
Whenever you receive a message from me, warn people 
immediately. If I warn the wicked, saying, ‘You are under the 
penalty of death,’ but you fail to deliver the warning, they 
will die in their sins. And I will hold you responsible for their 
deaths. 

If you warn them and they refuse to repent and keep on 
sinning, they will die in their sins. But you will have saved 
yourself because you obeyed me.” 

“If righteous people turn away from their righteous behavior 
and ignore the obstacles I put in their way, they will die. And 
if you do not warn them, they will die in their sins. None of 
their righteous acts will be remembered, and I will hold you 
responsible for their deaths. But if you warn righteous people 
not to sin and they listen to you and do not sin, they will live, 
and you will have saved yourself, too.” Ezekiel 3: 17-21 NLT 

If ever there was a selah moment, this would be it. 

Sometimes we pass over things in Scripture because we 
read with western eyes and don’t feel we can relate. But 
when we read passages of Scripture like these, we might 
hope they aren’t applicable. But it’s God’s Word right there 
in black and white, and it’s as applicable today as ever. We 
might argue that this primarily addresses ministers as the 
overseers and shepherds of the flock and yes, they bear the 
heaviest weight. But hold on! We are all responsible as 
guardians of the faith and watchmen in our churches, over 
our families and in our own spiritual lives. We’re all 
members of the Body of Christ. We’re family. We’re all 
watchmen on the wall, responsible to watch and pray. 

 

God’s desire for all humanity is that they would repent, turn 
to Him and be saved. Basically, He called Ezekiel to warn 

  from the editor...  

both the sinful and the righteous of the ramifications of their 
sin. If they heard but ignored the warning, it was on them. If 
they died in their sin without having been warned, it was on 
him too.  

Our responsibility today is to warn and proclaim as 
persuasively as possible, but how the message is received is 
not within our control. The outcome is between them and 
God. God made Ezekiel as headstrong as those to whom he 
would speak so their responses wouldn’t be a deterrent. He 
equips who He sends. 

There are people dropping off into hell every minute of every 
day, who haven’t been shown the way of salvation, or warned  
where they’ll spend eternity without Christ. Did those 
responsible for delivering the warning decide they would 
rather remain silent than cause controversy? God’s Word 
confirms there will be an accounting. 

Jesus means for us to act as watchmen! We best do that by 
fulfilling His charge to be “light” and “salt.” Light scatters the 
darkness and salt preserves from decay. As we look at the 
darkness and decay in our society today, it’s fair to ask, 
”Where were the watchmen?“ We can’t sit by while these 
things are plaguing our society and then complain that they’re 
happening. Taking a stand isn’t just done in one’s thought life. 
We’re to be watching, seeing and warning.  

Staying well-informed regarding world affairs (not the 
sensational, but the significant) is important.  Some Christians 
feel that watching the news is "unspiritual.” It can be if we 
aren’t grounded in the Word. We need both in order to help 
people understand what’s going on around them from a 
biblical perspective, and not fall prey to religious deception.  

Too many are reluctant to address moral issues, considering 
them too politically controversial, when taking a biblical stand 
on moral issues is what the Church is supposed to do. Not 
militantly, but respectfully and unapologetically true to the 
authority of God’s Word.  Salt and Light...                                                                             

Our world is moving toward this time of global tribulation. If 
ever there was a time to watch and pray it’s now! We must 
make known the hope of the coming Kingdom of God; the 
wonderful news that Jesus Christ will soon return to bring true 
peace on earth!  

To what degree are you and I called to be watchmen? That’s 
something each of us must prayerfully seek Jesus on.  To 
whatever degree we’re called, let’s take our places on the wall, 
work for the Kingdom and pray, looking for the Lord’s speedy 
return! 
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WE WANT YOU TO  BE SAVED! 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 ESV 

If you do not have a saving relationship with Jesus or need to rededicate your life to 
Him, this is your moment! 

Here is a prayer suggestion for you to lift up to Heaven: 

Jesus, I believe You are the Son of God. I believe you died and shed Your blood on a 
cross for me. I believe You rose from the dead, are alive and are coming again soon.  

I come to You as a repentant sinner, asking You to forgive my sins and cleanse me 
with Your blood. I understand that You are the only way. Please come into my heart 
and save my soul. I confess You as Savior and Lord and surrender all to You.  

Holy Spirit, please empower me to live the Christian life, all to the glory of God.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

If you prayed this prayer sincerely from your heart, God’s Word says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. “   2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV    

So CONGRATULATIONS and  WELCOME TO THE FAMILY OF GOD! If you have any questions, or would like someone to 

talk with, please call our church, Ocala First at 352-351-1827. 

  Watchfulness  

Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.   1 Corinthians 16:13 

Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 

life does not consist in an abundance of possessions."   Luke 12:15 NIV 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.   1 Peter 5:8 

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the 

time, because the days are evil.   Ephesians 5:15-16 

Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, 

contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.   Romans 16:17 

Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.   1 

Thessalonians 5:6  

Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward.                                

2 John 1:8 

But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.   1 Peter 4:7 

Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.   Matthew 24:42 

“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to 

pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” Luke 21:36 

Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@aaronburden?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/dogwood?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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  Recaps & Updates: Recaps 
 

The Books and Bagels Women’s Gathering was a 

wonderful afternoon of enjoying our special guest 

and author, Marian  Rizzo. Marian spent time 

answering questions and joining in on the “table 

talks” with the ladies. We were reminded that each 

of us have a story. We can go to the Bible and 

discover what God promises over our future 

(Jeremiah 29:11).   

Women’s Gatherings are a time to meet new 

friends and celebrate God’s love. Make sure you 

are a part of these bi-monthly events! 

BOOKS AND BAGELS: Women’s Gathering 

 

 

PACE: Cookie Love   

Come Valentine’s Day, thoughts turn to expressions of 

love for those we care about. For our Girls and Women’s 

Ministries that includes the girls at Pace. 

52 bags filled with COOKIE LOVE were presented to Pace 

Girls and Staff this past Valentine’s Day.  

There are many ways to share the love of Christ with 

others. Sometimes it can be with cookies! 

”So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but 

the greatest of these is love.“   1 Corinthians   13 : 13   ESV    
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Recaps & Updates: 

                  Girls Ministries: The BUZZ! 

———————————————————–————————–

“A friend loves at all times.” Proverbs 17:17.                              

“Let all that you do be done in love.” I Corinthians 16:14.  

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love 
covers a multitude of sins.” I Peter 4:8. 

These are all familiar Bible verses. They’re easy to say and 

believe, so we in Girls Ministries wanted to put them into 

practice with parents, grandparents or guardians. What 

better day to do that Valentine’s Day since it fell on a 

Wednesday this year! 

Each Girls Ministries group had decorations, special 

snacks, games and lots of love to share with the people 

who our girls (and preschool boys) live with. Some got to 

decorate their own cookie or cupcake. Others 

unscrambled Valentine words. Another group put a paper 

plate on their head and drew a picture on it of someone 

special in their life—without looking! You’ve heard of the 

game hot potato? Imaging doing that with a stuffed heart 

toy and calling it “Heart Potato”. Fun! Fun! Fun! God’s 

love was everywhere! 

COMING UP ON MARCH 14-17 IS POWETTE - a weekend 
designed for girls in 3rd-12th grade to encounter Jesus in 
the great outdoors!  
Powette includes camping, outdoor activities in the 
daytime and powerful worship services in the evenings. 
Your generosity at the Family Feud/Dessert Auction is 
what sends girls to Powette each year. This year we’ll send 
45 girls and ladies! 
Please keep us all in prayer as the enemy doesn’t want 
any of that for our girls and ladies.  
 
SPECIFICALLY, PRAY FOR: 
*Good weather 
*Hearts to be open to the Holy Spirit                                                           
*A mighty move of the Holy Spirit                                                            
*No mechanical issues                                                                              
*Unity among the girls and Leaders                                      
*Transformed lives changed by the power of God’s love 
*Health and strength for girls and adults                                                            
*For the lies of the enemy to be exposed                                                         
*For love, joy and peace for all and new friendships 

Rainbows and Prims (pink) 
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  Let’s Talk!   by Eva Morales   
 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. Against such things there is no law.” Galatians 
5:22-23 

As a young Christian, I remember hearing about the Fruits 
of the Spirit but truthfully, I never thought of them in rela-
tion to myself. I always thought that was meant for other 
people that were more knowledgeable or spiritual or God 
“chose” to use. 
As I grew, matured and desired to serve the Lord with all 
my heart, I discovered that the Fruit of the Spirit was 
meant to be evident and a result of my living a life which 
honored and loved God. I finally understood that I didn’t 
have to be a Pastor or have any special ability to be able to 
share the love of God with others. My life could be such 
that the cloud of witnesses around me would see the 
peace of God, His joy, the goodness of the Lord, His faith-
fulness, a gentle spirit, patience, self-control and kindness 
in me. 
I praise and thank God that all He asks of us is to be surren-
dered to His will, love and honor Him. God can use us as 
His hands and feet when we bless others with the Fruit of 
the Spirit. 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT: 
LOVE: And you must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, all your soul and all your strength. Deuter-
onomy 6:5 NLT 
PEACE: May the Lord show favor toward you, and give 
you peace. Numbers 6:26 (NLT) 
FAITHFULNESS: Great is your faithfulness. Lamenta-
tions 3:23b (NASB) 
JOY: My heart leaps for joy, and I will give thanks to 
Him in song. Psalm 28:7 (NIV) 
GOODNESS: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord, forever. Psalm 23:6 (KJV) 
GENTLENESS: Pursue a Godly life, along with faith, 
love, perseverance and gentleness. 1 Tim. 6:11b (NLT) 
PATIENCE: Meanwhile the saints stand passionately 
patient, keeping God’s commands, staying faithful to 
Jesus. Revelation 14:12 
SELF-CONTROL: A person without self-control, is like a 
house with its windows and doors knocked out. Prov-
erbs 25:28 
KINDNESS: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there 
is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23 
 
Are we willing to make a conscious decision to step out 
of our ”safe comfort zone” in 2024 to honor God and 
bless others? 
Choices to be made … 
 
God bless you! 

Eva Morales 
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Happy Spring! 

nature/landsapes@maxpixel.net 



 10 

    Over the years of walking with the Lord, I've often 
pondered "adversity" in the life of the Christian.  It has 
become more obvious to me that I'm not the only one who 
experiences adversity, but as Christians we may discover that 
God is not necessarily against things that happen in our lives.  
A good question I have asked myself is: "Can it possibly be that 
how we handle it is what God is more concerned about"?? 

     Webster's Dictionary describes adversity as trouble, 
misfortune or adverse circumstances.  How can we avoid this 
in our lives?  Can we minimize our adverse situations by the 
choices we make or will it come to us in one form or another?  
I have discovered that adversity is not always bad or from the 
evil one.  How we handle it could determine our spiritual 
growth in the Lord. 

     In those times when we find ourselves in an adverse 
situation, could it be that we are going in the wrong direction 
and God is trying to get our attention??  Let's face it, we all go 
through "stuff" from time to time, but the trick is not to "park" 
there.  II Corinthians 1:7 tells us that we can either be afflicted 
or comforted.  Both can be for our good if our attitude is in 
good standing with the Lord. 

     In my walk with the Lord over the past 50 years or so, I have 
experienced many times of adversity, but the good news is 
that I survived it all!  As we keep in mind that we can either 
keep a good attitude during such times or get mad at God.  
The latter will hinder our spiritual growth considerably.  As I 
have evaluated this subject, I can only conclude that adversity 
can come directly from God's plan for our lives or it can be self
-inflicted by our willful disobedience.  

      One direct example of disobedience is found in the book of 
Jonah.  God gave him a clear command to go to Nineveh, but 
he was not about to obey God.  He made a clear choice to 
disobey God, boarded a ship to Tarshish where a great storm 
arose.  He was then cast overboard and was swallowed by a 
great fish, which caused him much grief.  I would clearly define 
Jonah's "fish adversity" as self-inflicted by the choice he made. 

     On the other hand, as I read the book of Job, I can see that 
Job did nothing to affect his situation.  He became desolate, 
bruised and left with nothing to live for.  His wife even advised 

him to "curse God and die".  I believe God knew Job's attitude 
and character in this horrible adversity would eventually bring 
victory.  This to me was a definite sign that God allowed this in 
Job's life. 

     We all have what I call a "comfort zone".  If all goes well for 
us, we keep doing what we've always done.  After all, why 
change it if it's not broken?  There have been several times in 
my own life that God has called me out of my "comfort zone".  
I have experienced that even being obedient to His plan and 
purpose can and has sometimes been accompanied by 
adversity. 

     As we attempt to follow God's leading, we may find 
ourselves entering a new level in our walk with Him and there 
is always a possibility that we will face a new demon.  As we 
remain focused on God, He will enable us to overcome any 
situation that we face.  

     Isaiah 30:20-21 states that the Lord can give us "Bread od 
Adversity and Water of Affliction"...(V. 21).  Then it says..."this 
is the way, walk in it".  Nowhere in this verse do I see we are 
to retreat from adversity, but WALK IN IT!  

      There have been times in my own life that I felt the walls 
closing in on me.  I found that going back to the time when I 
started to lose my peace in my circumstance, made a positive 
impact on my situation.  Usually I found it was due to my lack 
of understanding His direction or maybe this was my time to 
be in the "valley".  The valley experience can either be a time 
of great refreshing or a time of devastation depending on our 
attitude. 

     If we have difficulty discerning what God is doing in our 
lives, we need to always remember that God knows the 
beginning from the end.  As we let God be God in our lives, we 
will always feel His overflowing peace and love flood our souls.  
He desires yielded vessels so He can mold us and shape us into 
His image.  Will that process always be adversity free?  NO!! 

     God is always preparing us for eternity (Ecclesiastes 3:11).  
He has purposely "PLANTED" eternity in our hearts.  All of our 
life's decisions should reflect our desire for eternity, which will 
be a lot longer than our life here on earth.  Colossians 3:2 
instructs us to "set our mind/affection on things above, not on 
things of the earth".  

      God wants ALL our attention on Him in our earthly matters.  
As we are open, pliable, obedient and surrendered to His will, 
we are sure to live happy and fulfilled lives and see victory 
after victory as we overcome obstacles we face.  It's all up to 
us!!  He will not violate our choices.  There will always be a "Y" 
in the road.  It can be God's way or our way.  He is a good - 
good God and desires only the best for His  children. 

Esmeralda Dennis 
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 Adversity: Who Needs It?  by Esmeralda Dennis 
 

https://unsplash.com/@the_socialmotion?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/springtime?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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  Butterfly Ministries  by Margie Sipes 
 

THE LITTLE THINGS 

God does little things to get our attention to let us know He 

knows us intimately. 

I often will tell that to the inmates in the prison and they'll 

share experiences in their own lives that could only have been 

God! They always  want to know how Butterfly Ministries 

began. This is the story I tell them... 

Years ago, I started noticing butterflies. So many of them.  I 

would see them and just get a sense of God's closeness and also 

feel a spark of hope when my life had so many negative things 

going on and my sense of value and worth was so low. Just 

when I would say, "This is never going to end,”  a butterfly 

would come floating into my view out of nowhere. It was like a 

squeeze from God. 

That sense of a plan of God for all this  developed further when 

a woman of God prophesied over me and said, "You have a 

ministry. Ask God what the name of it is." That was in 1985. I 

asked. But I didn't hear anything.  

Months went by and I waited but still didn't hear anything. 

Hopelessness started setting in again! 

On Easter Sunday at church, I met a woman sitting in front of 

me. I'd never seen her before, but when we greeted each other 

it felt like I'd known her all my life.  

She came to my house. I had not told anyone about me having 

a ministry. I was very shy about that. She came in, looked 

around and finally said, " I know the name of your Ministry."  

You can imagine my surprise when I finally asked,  " YOU DO?? 

What is it?" She said, "All one has to do is come to your house 

and see. It's Butterfly Ministries!"  When she said that, chills 

went through me and I said, "I think you're right!"  

As she had looked around, she had “seen” butterflies 

fluttering around everywhere outside. 

I knew God had sent her to tell me this. I believe in retrospect 

God used that to inspire me, though I'm not sure she even 

knew why she was telling me. She was, in effect, prophesying 

my destiny that wouldn't actually manifest for many years to 

come. We dropped her off at where she was staying and we 

never saw her again! 

Years went by. Life was still difficult. We had no money.  We 

were fighting, stressed and giving up. Finally we moved from 

the Keys and ultimately to Ocala. We still had so many 

problems.  I had learned to praise the Lord in every situation 

and I would play my guitar and sing for relief! 

I continued to pray. "GOD WHAT IS MY PURPOSE?" I taught 

school, I loved my family, and served God wherever I could to 

the best of my ability.  

One day God let  me know I was done with teaching school.  

It made me so sad! I waited. Four months went by and 

suddenly I got a phone call on a rainy day from the Florida 

State Director of Evangelism for the Assembly of God. He left 

a  voice message saying, "This is Ed White. Please call Lowell 

Correctional Institution and volunteer." And that was ALL! I 

didn't know him. I didn't know how he got my name. I called 

and made an appointment with the Chaplain to come to his 

office. I went to see him and next thing I knew I was 

volunteering. 

That was 18 years ago! 

What has happened since then has been AMAZING! I have 

been blessed to go into the prisons of Florida and literally tell 

hundreds and hundreds of inmates from all over the world, 

the gospel of Jesus Christ! Many have been saved, filled with 

the Spirit and forever changed! 

I tell them, a butterfly starts out so small, so insignificant, so 

easy to look past. But when God's got a call and purpose for 

your life even if you once were just a caterpillar, God through 

Christ can transform you and make you His vessel to glorify 

Him and reach others for His purposes! 

DON'T LIMIT GOD! HE HAS A PLAN 

FOR YOU TOO!  
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  Welcome Home!  

I’m really pleased to share this recipe! It’s a keeper! I tried it in a 

pinch when company was coming and it turned out great. Bonus: 

everyone loved it! So, win-win! If you’re in a hurry with little time 

for a conventional pie, try this recipe and let me know how it 

turns out! Oh, and if you have some whipped cream on hand, it 

certainly wouldn’t hurt to top it off! 

*While the recipe calls for canned filling, I had none on hand and 

no time, but I did have apples, so I made my own filling (recipe 

included). 

Puff Pastry Fruit Pie 

Thaw: 40 min.                                                                                                 

Prep: 10 min.                                                                                                     

Bake: 30 min.                                                                                                     

Cool: 15 min.                                                                                                  

Serves: 9 

INGREDIENTS 

1 package (17.3 ounces) Puff Pastry Sheets, thawed                                                          

1 egg                                                                                                                                         

1 tablespoon water                                                                                                            

1 can (21 ounces) cherry pie filling or apple or blueberry pie 

filling                                                                                                                       

1 tablespoon confectioners' sugar (optional) 

DIRECTIONS 

Heat the oven to 400°F. Beat the egg and water in a small 

bowl with a fork or whisk. 

Unfold 1 pastry sheet on a baking sheet. Spread the pie filling 

on the pastry to within 1 inch of the edge. Brush the edges 

with the egg mixture.  Unfold the remaining pastry sheet and 

place over the filling. Crimp the edges with a fork to 

seal. Brush with the egg mixture. Cut several slits in the top of 

the pastry. 

Bake for 30 minutes or until the pastry is golden brown. Cool 

the pastry on the baking sheet on a wire rack for 15 

Stovetop Apple Pie Filling 

This recipe is quite easy and replaces 1 can of store bought 

filling. 

Prep: 5 min.                                                                                                   

Cook: 7 min.                                                                                                     

Total Time: 12 min.                                                                                                        

Servings: 8 

INGREDIENTS 

4 medium apples                                                                         

3 Tablespoons water                                                       

2 Tablespoons butter                                                 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

* I love nutmeg so I added a 

pinch with the cinnamon. 

DIRECTIONS 

Peel, core and slice apples. 

Melt butter and cinnamon over medium heat. Stir in apples, 

sugar and 3 Tablespoons water.  

Cover and cook stirring occasionally for 4-6 min. or until very 

slightly softened. 

In a small dish, combine cornstarch and 2 Tablespoons water. 

Add to pan while stirring and continue to cook until  apples 

are soft (not mushy) and filling is thickened. Let bubble 1 

min. Then cool. 

 

1/3 cup sugar                                                     

1 Tablespoon + 1 teaspoon                                            

cornstarch                                                                            

2 Tablespoons water 
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It has been an interesting journey over the last year, as we 
have explored the many ways in which we as Christians are 
being challenged to influence our culture. Let’s refresh our 
memories of what the 7 Mountains of Influence are. 
Mountains of influence in American culture are dominate 
areas that we, the population, are not only driven by, but also 
personally influenced by. These 7 mountains are titled: 
Government, Arts/Entertainment, Media, Business/Economy, 
Education, Religion and Family. In past articles we have 
looked at the first five and will proceed with the Mountain of 
Religion. 
 
It is easy as Christians in America to think only of Christianity 
when we say the word religion. However, in recent years, a 
number of other religions including Muslim, Hindu, Buddhism, 
Mormonism and others have grown in popularity. Although 
our country was established as a Christian nation, we have 
long since veered from a commitment to Christ and the 
principles and precepts of the Bible. Even our government at 
all levels is now being influenced by some of these other 
religions. This is why it is so important to once again be the 
cultural influencers of salt and light that Christ called us to be. 
The season of not talking about religion at family gatherings 
and friendly get-togethers must come to an end. We should 
never try to argue anyone into the kingdom of God, but share 
our own testimony of Jesus. Christianity was meant to be 
talked about and shared by simply having conversations 
about who Jesus is and how a relationship with Him has 
impacted our own life. 
 
We live amongst a lost and dying population of people. If we 
are to reach those in Ocala, Marion County and America, the 
ekklesia must come out of the walls of the church buildings. 
Our nation is full of hurting people and unfortunately, many 
have been hurt by or in the institution of the church. This 
doesn’t represent the ekklesia, but those who have been hurt 
don’t see the difference and won’t unless we show them. 
They have lumped anyone and everyone called Christian 

together, as evil hypocrites. We must reach them with the 
unconditional love of Christ, through relationship. The days of 
passing out tracks with salvation results have passed. People 
want genuine and authentic relationship. They want truth and 
sincerity. We can’t expect others to be vulnerable and open, if 
we won’t be. 
 
Another area in which Christians can have great influence in 
our society is through exercising our right to vote. In 2020, 
according to Pew Research Center, statistics showed about 
64% of Americans call themselves Christians. Among the 64%, 
only 43% are registered to vote. Translated that means that 
out of 258.3 million adults in 2020 only 27.5% Christians were 
registered and less than that voted. The numbers may seem 
discouraging, but they needn’t remain so low. If you are not 
registered to vote, get registered and vote. If you are 
registered, make sure everyone you know has also registered, 
helping those in need.  
 
As if the low voter turnout wasn’t bad enough, some 
Christians voted personal preferences, rather than voting 
Biblical issues such as the sanctity of life, marriage between a 
man and woman and secured borders. Yes, secured borders 
are biblical. As Christians, we are to *1“Seek first the Kingdom 
of God and His righteousness…,” while dying to self. In 
choosing government leadership, it is not about a party or a 
person, but about uniting for righteousness and the kingdom 
of God in our nation. *2“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in Heaven.” 
 
The ekklesia will be challenged in the months and years to 
come to share the love of Christ to those from LGBTQ+ 
lifestyles, drug/substance addiction and human trafficking. I 
believe this will be in mass numbers, as they are desperate for 
what only Jesus can offer, reconciliation with the Father. For 
those who grew up in a good church or had a happy life, what 
many of these people will have gone through will be foreign. 
Ministering and meeting their needs will require much love, 
patience and complete dependence on Holy Spirit.  
 
If you have not been baptized in the Holy Spirit, ask the 
Father. God desires His children to receive all that He has for 
us, including His Spirit. With His help, the ekklesia will be 
primary influencers in our nation, drawing people from every 
religion to Christ. 

 
 
*All scripture is NASB                                                                      
Matthew 5:13-16; Deuteronomy 4:5-9, 6:4-7; Luke 14:16-23; 
John 17:20-26; Genesis 1:27, Jeremiah 1:5; Psalm 139:13-16; 
Genesis 2:24; Hebrews 13:4; Deuteronomy 32:8; 1Matthew 
6:33; Luke 9:23-34; 2Matthew 6:10; John 14:16; Galatians 5:22
-23; Acts 10:28-46: 

Sergee Bee 

  Drawing Nearer to Jesus by Shari Sherman 
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  Calendar & Events  

April 2024 March 2024 

March                                                                                                             

10 - Women’s Gathering: Paint, Pizza and Pints at 6:00-

7:30pm in Corbin Hall 

14 - 17 Girl’s Ministry POWETTE - Fort Meade, FL 

31 - All Church Interfaith Food Drive (canned and non-

perishable food items), Sanctuary  

31 - Happy Easter!  

April  

14 - Water Baptism in the Sanctuary 

15 - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE!!  

 

Ongoing   

Women’s Prayer Meeting, Wednesdays at 10 am in the Choir 

Room 

Grief Share -  Wednesdays  1/9 - 4/2, 1:30 - 3:30 pm   Choir 

Room 

Looking Ahead 

 Women’s Gathering : Cinco De Mayo Fiesta - May 5th 6:00-

7:30 pm  in Corbin Hall. 

 


